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(start) 



ASSIGN EACH OF A PLURALITY OF BUYERS TO 
A LOCATION AND A COMPANY. 



ASSIGN ONE OR MORE DEPARTMENTS TO 
EACH OF A PLURALITY OF COMPANIES. 
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ASSIGN PRODUCTS TO EACH OF A PLURALITY 
OF DEPARTMENTS. 
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ASSIGN EACH OF A PLURALITY OF BUYERS TO 
ONE OR MORE DEPARTMENTS. 
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OPTIONAL STEP: ASSIGN EACH OF A 
PLURALITY OF BUYERS TO ONE OR MORE 



PRIVILEGE LEVELS. 
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( END ) 



FIG. 2 
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( START *) 

BUYER USES INTERNET-ENABLED COMPUTING 
DEVICE TO ACCESS BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS 
INTERNET PORTAL. 
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BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL 
RECEIVES LOGIN DATA WHICH BUYER 
ENTERS INTO INTERNET-ENABLED COMPUT- 
ING DEVICE. 
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FIG. 3E 



BASED UPON RECEIVED LOGIN DATA, 
BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS PORTAL COMPUTING 
SYSTEM RETRIEVES COMPANY, DEPART- 
MENTS, AND OPTIONAL PRIVILEGE LEVEL 
INFORMATION ASSOCIATED WITH, AND/OR 
ASSIGNED TO, THE BUYER USING THE 
INTERNET-ENABLED COMPUTING DEVICE. 
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FIG. 3A 
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BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS PORTAL COMPUTING 
SYSTEM RECEIVES BUYER'S SELECTION OF 
A DEPARTMENT FOR WHICH BUYER INTENDS 
TO SHOP. 
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IN RESPONSE TO RETRIEVED COMPANY 
DEPARTMENTS, AND OPTIONAL PRIVILEGE 
LEVEL INFORMATION, AS WELL AS BUYER'S 
SELECTION OF A DEPARTMENT, THE BUSINESS- 
TO-BUSINESS PORTAL COMPUTING SYSTEM 
RETRIEVES A LIST OF VENDORS THAT HAVE 
AUTHORIZED PRODUCTS CORRESPONDING 
TO THE SELECTED DEPARTMENT. 
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FROM 
FIG. 3D 



BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL 
TRANSMITS GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION 
OF RETRIEVED LIST OF VENDORS OVER 
INTERNET TO THE INTERNET-ENABLED 
COMPUTING DEVICE USED BY THE BUYER. 
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FIG. 3B 
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IN RESPONSE TO RECEIPT OF BUYER'S SELECT- 
ION OF A VENDOR FROM THE LIST OF VENDORS, 
THE INTERNET-ENABLED COMPUTING DEVICE 
TRANSMITS BUYER'S SELECTION OF A VENDOR 
TO THE BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS PORTAL OVER 
THE INTERNET. ^ 
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BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS PORTAL COMPUTING 
SYSTEM RETRIEVES AN ELECTRONIC VENDOR 
CATALOG OF APPROVED PRODUCTS CORRES- 
PONDING TO THE SELECTED VENDOR. 
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BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL 
TRANSMITS ELECTRONIC VENDOR CATALOG 
OF APPROVED PRODUCTS OVER THE INTER- 
NET TO INTERNET-ENABLED COMPUTING 
DEVICE USED BY THE BUYER. 
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BUYER USES INTERNET-ENABLED COMPUTING 
DEVICE TO PLACE ORDER FOR ONE OR MORE 
PRODUCTS FROM ELECTRONIC VENDOR 
CATALOG. 



I 

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL 
RECEIVES ORDER FROM INTERNET-ENABLED 
COMPUTING DEVICE AND FORWARDS ORDER 
TO SELECTED VENDOR'S COMPUTER SYSTEM 
OVER THE INTERNET. 
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Q END ) 



FIG. 3E 
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START 
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BUYER PLACES ORDER WITH VENDOR FOR 
ONE OR MORE AUTHORIZED PRODUCTS. 


1 





VENDOR FILLS ALL OR A PORTION OF BUYER'S 
ORDER BY FORWARDING AUTHORIZED 
PRODUCT(S) TO COURIER AND/OR SHIPPER 
SUCH AS UPS, FEDEX, US POSTAL SERVICE, 
AIRBORNE EXPRESS, RPS, NAVEIRAS SHIPPING, 
JEVIC, OR THE LIKE. 
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COURIER UPDATES COURIER WEBSITE TO 
SHOW TRACKING STATUS OF BUYER'S ORDER. 
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BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL 
ACCESSES TRACKING STATUS FROM COURIER 
WEBSITE AND PLACES TRACKING STATUS 
INFORMATION INTO A BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS 
INTERNET PORTAL GRAPHICAL USER INTER- 
FACE FOR ACCESS BY REQUESTING BUYER. 
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FIG.6 
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START 
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CUSTOMERS) PURCHASE ONE OR MORE 
AUTHORIZED PRODUCT(S) FROM RETAIL 
STORE OPERATED, OWNED, AND/OR ADMIN- 
ISTERED BY BUYER. 
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WIRELESS STORE INVENTORY CONTROL 
SYSTEM FORWARDS CUSTOMER PURCHASE 
INFORMATION, CORRESPONDING TO PURCHASE 
OF ONE OR MORE AUTHORIZED PRODUCTS, 
TO BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL. 
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BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL 
UPDATES BUYER STOCK DATA IN B-TO-B 
PORTAL DATABASE AND COMPARES PRESENT 
STOCK DATA TO PRODUCT INVENTORY RE- 
ORDER THRESHOLD FOR A GIVEN AUTHORIZ- 
ED PRODUCT AS PREVIOUSLY SPECIFIED BY 
BUYER AND/OR B-TO-B PORTAL DATABASE. 
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FIG. 7A 




FOR THE AUTHORIZED PRODUCT. 



BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS INTERNET PORTAL 

AUTOMATICALLY FORWARDS ORDER TO 

AN APPROPRIATE VENDOR FOR FULFILMENT. 
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FIG. 7B 



